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LWS 510 – LAND AND WATER SEMINAR 
2019W Term 1 & 2 (3 credits) 

 

Instructors: 

Les Lavkulich 
Office: 127 – 2357 Main Mall  
(MacMillan Building) 
email: lml@mail.ubc.ca 
 

Julie Wilson 
Office: 112A – 2357 Main Mall  
(MacMillan Building) 
email: julie.wilson@ubc.ca 

 

Seminars: 

Fridays 14:00 – 15:00 or 15:00 – 16:00*, MCML 154*, MacMillan Building 

*Unless otherwise indicated 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 

Weekly seminar series addressing current and emerging issues relevant within the general context of land 
and water systems, and the significance of professional credibility and exposure.  

There are no prerequisites for this course. 

 

COURSE STRUCTURE 

Weekly meetings will include students, UBC faculty and occasional guest speakers, including practicing 
professionals. Each week there will be an oral presentation, followed by an open discussion. Certain seminar 
presentations may be open to the broader university community and public; they may involve panel 
discussions and/or group workshops. Students who wish to receive academic credit must regularly 
participate in the weekly seminars. 

MLWS students enrolled in LWS 510 are required to complete 2 short presentations, one brief introduction 
in term 1 and one Major Project Proposal seminar in term 2. These presentations are aimed for a general 
professional audience. 

• Term 1: Each student will give a 2-minute introduction with one image as an accompanying visual 
aid. This introduction should spark interest in the audience – it should be memorable, yet 
professional (think of the audience as members of a professional association, or conference 
attendees). These will take place on September 13th (see schedule below). 

• Term 2: Each student will give a 10-minute presentation on their Major Project proposal. These will 
take place all together over two to three seminar periods in March, 2020. 

 

SCHEDULE OF TOPICS  

See attached sheet for Term 1 schedule. Term 2 schedule will be shared in January. 
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LEARNING OUTCOMES 

As a result of this course, students will be able to: 

• Engage in informed debate and utilize critical analytical skills in delivering public presentations. 

• Provide informed insights into a breadth of issues central to land and water systems 

• Select formats for oral discourse for professional dialogue congruent with nature of the audience, 
information details and objectives of presentations. 

• Present topics focused on land and water systems in a seminar format and make informed 
comment on issues. 

The overall course objective is to provide instruction and experience in effective and informed oral 
communication for practicing natural resource professionals. 

 

ASSESSMENT OF LEARNING 

Oral Presentations (60%): Students are expected to come prepared, engage the audience, show creativity 
and present with effective communication aids (2 presentations = 60%). Evaluation is guided by the 
following grading rubric: 

Components 3 - Excellent 2 - Competent 1 - Needs Improvement 

Organization 
20% 

Presentation is clear, logical, 
and organized.  Listener can 
follow line of reasoning. 

Presentation is generally 
clear and well organized.  A 
few minor points may be 
confusing. 

Organization is 
haphazard; listener can 
follow presentation only 
with effort. Arguments 
are not clear. 

Style 
15% 
 

Level of presentation is 
appropriate for the audience.  
Presentation is a planned 
conversation, not reading of 
a paper.  Speaker seems 
comfortable and can be 
heard.  

Level of presentation is 
generally appropriate. 
Pacing needs improvement. 
Audience occasionally has 
trouble hearing.  

Aspects of presentation 
are too elementary or too 
sophisticated for 
audience.  Much of the 
information is read. 

Use of 
Communication 
Aids 
10% 

Communication aids 
enhance presentation. Font 
is readable. Information is 
represented to maximize 
audience comprehension. 
Details are minimized - main 
points stand out. 

Comm. aids contribute to 
the quality of the 
presentation. 
Font size is mostly 
readable. 
Appropriate information is 
included. 
Some material is not 
supported by visual aids. 

Comm. aids are poorly 
prepared or used 
inappropriately. 
Font size not appropriate. 
Too much information is 
included. 
Details unimportant may 
confuse the audience. 

Content 
Depth of 
Content 
10% 
 
 
 

Accurate and complete 
explanations of key concepts 
and theories, drawing on 
relevant 
literature/resources. 

Explanations of concepts 
and theories are accurate 
and complete. Some helpful 
applications are included. 
 
 

Explanations of concepts 
and/or theories are 
inaccurate or incomplete.  
Little attempt is made to 
tie theory to practice.  
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Accuracy of 
Content 
15% 

Applications of theory 
illuminate issues. 
 
Information (names, facts, 
etc.) included in the 
presentation is consistently 
accurate. 

 
No significant errors are 
made, or any errors the 
result of nervousness or 
oversight. 

Listeners gain little from 
the presentation. 
 
Errors distract a 
knowledgeable listener. 
Some information is 
confusing and listener 
must determine what 
information is reliable. 

Use of Language 
Grammar and 
Word Choice 
20% 

Sentences are complete and 
grammatical. Words are well 
chosen; they express the 
intended meaning precisely. 

Sentences are complete 
and grammatical for the 
most part. With some 
exceptions, words are well 
chosen and precise. 

Listeners are distracted by 
some grammatical errors 
and use of slang. Some 
sentences are halting, 
incomplete, or vocabulary 
is inappropriate. 

Responsiveness to Audience 10% 
Verbal 
Interaction 
 
 
 
Body Language 

Consistently clarifies, 
restates, and responds to 
questions. Summarizes when 
needed. 
 
Body language reflects 
comfort interacting with 
audience. 

Generally responsive to 
audience questions and 
needs. 
 
 
Body language reflects 
some discomfort 
interacting with audience. 

Responds to questions 
inadequately. 
 
 
 
Body language reveals a 
reluctance to interact with 
audience. 

 

Participation (40%): Students are expected to actively engage in discussions, ask questions and attend all 
seminars. To give everyone a chance to participate, each student will be assigned as a designated “question 
asker” for at least one seminar period in the course. This student will lead the question period following a 
seminar presentation, then it will open to all participants. More information will be provided in class. 

Class participation will be evaluated by the instructors, with a mark recorded for each student using the 
following rubric:  

• A score of "1" would be awarded if the student failed to prepare for the class, had not listened 
carefully to what other classmates were saying, had either not communicated or communicated 
poorly during the class, had been disrespectful and/or had made no contribution in class. 

• A score of "2" would be awarded if the student’s awareness, listening skills, communication, 
respectfulness and contributions allowed the student to make small but limited contributions to the 
class discussion. 

• A score of "3" would be awarded if the student’s awareness, listening skills, communication, 
respectfulness and contributions allowed that student to participate actively and courteously in the 
class discussion and enhance the class’s understanding of the subject materials, the issues at hand 
and provide some suggestions for resolving the issues under discussion. 

• A score of "4" would be awarded if the student’s awareness was very good, listened carefully at all 
times to other classmates, communicated clearly, respected the contributions of other members 
and made a substantial contribution to the understanding and resolution of the issues in discussion. 
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• A score of "5" would be awarded if the student demonstrated outstanding and/or excellent 
performance in any category. 

Note: Students will lose 5% off their final grade if they miss, without written approval, 3 sessions in total 
over the two terms. 

 

UNIVERSITY POLICIES 

UBC provides resources to support student learning and to maintain healthy lifestyles but recognizes that 
sometimes crises arise and so there are additional resources to access, including those for survivors of 
abuse or violence. UBC values respect for the person and ideas of all members of the academic community. 
Harassment and discrimination are not tolerated nor is suppression of academic freedom. UBC provides 
appropriate accommodation for students with disabilities and for religious observances. UBC values 
academic honesty and students are expected to acknowledge the ideas generated by others and to uphold 
the highest academic standards in all of their actions. 

Details of the policies and how to access support are available on the UBC Senate website. 

 

COPYRIGHT 

All materials of this course (course handouts, assessments, course readings, etc.) are the intellectual 
property of the Course Instructor or licensed to be used in this course by the copyright owner. All seminar 
presentation slides are the intellectual property of the respective speaker (i.e., course instructor, student, or 
guest speaker), and the speaker is responsible to follow UBC Copyright rules for the classroom environment 
(https://copyright.ubc.ca/guidelines-and-resources/copyright-guidelines/). Redistribution of these 
materials by any means without permission of the copyright holder(s) constitutes a breach of copyright and 
may lead to academic discipline. 

Some classes may be recorded with the permission of the speaker for educational and information sharing 
purposes.  

https://copyright.ubc.ca/guidelines-and-resources/copyright-guidelines/
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LWS 510 Land and Water Seminar Schedule – Term 1 
Friday afternoons 

Room 154, H. R. MacMillan Building (Unless specified elsewhere) 

 
Attendance and active participation in all presentations listed in the schedule below is required for 
MLWS students. Note the variation in start times, as some presentations are in conjunction with the 
SOIL 500 seminar. More details of individual presentations (including speaker bios and abstracts) 
will be posted on the MLWS website in the week prior to the presentation date. 
Note: You are encouraged to attend the additional SOIL 500 seminar presentations throughout the year (Fridays 
at 3:00pm), as there is some alignment in topic areas. To access that schedule, visit: 
https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:SOIL500/Current_Seminars and contact Sandra Brown (sandra.brown@ubc.ca) to 
be added to the SOIL 500 seminar email list, where you’ll receive a weekly announcement.   

 

Legend: 

LWS 510 Seminars  

Professional Development Workshops  

 

Month Day Time Speaker Topic  

Sept. 6 14:00 MLWS Faculty MLWS Welcome and Introduction  

6 15:00 MLWS and Soil Science Groups Welcome Social Gathering! 

13 14:00 MLWS Students  2-min Student Presentations – 2 minutes, 1 
image: Professional Introductions  

20 9:00 – 
10:30 

Extra Session with LFS Librarian – 
Katherine Miller  

PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT: 
Library Skills Workshop (MCLD 242) 

20 15:00 Dr. Heather Mackay Brown and Dr. 
Nichole Embertson, Whatcom 
County, WA  

Land and Water Concerns and Management 
Implications in Whatcom County, WA, USA 

27 14:00 MLWS Faculty Overview of British Columbia Land and Water 
Systems and the Major Project 

Oct. 4 14:00 Prof. Elizabeth Edinger, UBC Allard 
School of Law 

The Constitution and First Nations – Implications 
for Natural Resource Management in Canada 

11 14:00 Dr. John Richardson (TBC), 
UBC Forestry 

Challenges for Riparian Ecosystems 

18 14:00 Rachael Roussin (MLWS ’14) Community Engagement in the Natural Resource 
and Agricultural Sectors in the West Kootenay, 
BC 

25 14:00 MLWS Faculty (TBC) Overview: Water Sustainability Act  

Nov. 1 14:00 Naomi Robert (MLWS ’15) BC Food Systems  

8 14:00 Dr. Scott Hinch, Professor, UBC 
Forestry 

Challenges for Salmon Sustainability 

https://wiki.ubc.ca/Course:SOIL500/Current_Seminars
mailto:sandra.brown@ubc.ca
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15 15:00 
(TBC) 

Kim Grout, CEO BC Agricultural 
Land Commission 

Agricultural Land Reserve in BC (Room TBA) 

22 14:00  MLWS Faculty How to write a proposal 

29 14:00 MLWS Faculty MLWS Term 1 Review and Term 2 Preview  

29 15:00 MLWS and Soil Science Groups End of Term Wrap Up Party! 

 

2019W Term 2 Thursdays, 2:00 – 3:00pm 

Room 258, H. R. MacMillan Building (Unless specified elsewhere) 

 
*HIGHLIGHTED seminars fall outside of the regularly scheduled timeslot. Note: Students are expected 
to actively engage in discussions, ask questions and attend all seminars (refer to syllabus). 
 

 

Month Day Time Speaker Topic / Title 

Jan. 9 14:00 MLWS Faculty & Students Welcome back – ELI Cert presentation; Skylar 
Kylstra COP25 Reflection 

11 
(Sat) 

08:30-16:30 MLWS Field Trip Land and water concerns in an urban 
environment – District of North Vancouver  

16 14:00 Hans Schreier Mountains: The Water Towers for Humanity 

23 14:00 MLWS Faculty & Students Proposal Introduction  

31 
(Fri) 

10:00 John Prizzi, Soil & Water 
Conservation District, VA 
(MLWS ’17) 

Agricultural Planning in the Chesapeake Bay, 
USA 

Feb. 
 

6 14:00 Lesley Dampier What I didn’t Learn in University 

13 14:00 MLWS Faculty & Students Proposal Writing Discussion 

Reading Break (Feb 17-21) – Draft Proposal due Friday, Feb. 21st 

Feb. 27 14:00 MLWS Faculty & Students Oral Presentation Preparation 

Mar. 6 
(Fri) 

10:00 Brian Mauza, BCIA Provincial 
Council 

Professional Reliance and Governance in BC – 
An Agrologist’s Perspective 

12 14:00 Kelsey Copes-Gerbitz, PhD 
Candidate, UBC Forestry 

 

19 13:30 – 16:00  EXTENDED SESSION: 
Student Presentations – 
Group 1 (10 x 10 min) 

MLWS Major Project Proposal 
Presentations  
 

26 13:30 – 16:00 
 

EXTENDED SESSION: 
Student Presentations – 
Group 2 (10 x 10 min) 

MLWS Major Project Proposal 
Presentations  
 

Apr. 2 14:00 MLWS Faculty & Students LWS 510 Conclusion and Wrap up (Final 
Proposal due Apr. 27, after exams) 
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